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The matter of hours is on the same basis. The
desire for an eight-hour or a six-hour day would be
perfectly comprehensible if the workers gave any
evidence at all of desiring so to limit their working
time, but they seem to want the eight-hour day as a
basis of pay and not as a period of work. We have
had several strikes because the request for the eight-
hour day was granted literally, whereas what the
workers wanted was a ten-hour day with overtime
during two hours of it.
The unions have no answer. They have gained
the eight-hour day, which used to be a shibboleth,
they are talking of and also succeeding in extending
union control, but beyond that they have only vague
formulas and some interesting excursions into inter-
nationalism, possibly with the thought that if you
cannot set your own house in order, it is diverting to
poke about your neighbour's premises. The progress
of events has caught up with trades unions* platforms
and the workers are less happy than ever they were.
The attitude of the worker is curious; his outstand-
ing characteristic to-day is a reluctance to work. It
is extraordinarily hard to buy good service at any
price. Per man production has, to a considerable
extent, dropped off in America; it has dropped off